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Historically, in commercial usage, the term ‘cotton manufacturing’ 
invariably referred to weaving of yarns from cotton and allied  
man-made fibres, but not to spinning. After 1865, Skipton was 
essentially a textile town and remained so until the second half of 
the twentieth century. Of two principal sectors, cotton 
manufacturing was the larger, even though sewing thread production 
at Belle Vue Mills was dominant in terms of visual impact. In this 
lecture we explore organisational, commercial, technological, and 
industrial relations aspects of cotton manufacturing using Firth & 
Ellerbank Mills as a case study. 

Note: While all restrictions relating to Covid-19 have now been lifted we would 
ask those attending to respect the space and needs of those who may wish to 
mitigate the risk of infection spread. 


